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false penance subjecting oneself to terrible "morti-
fication which are not ordained by scriptures.
The teaching of morality without religion gets no
support from any scripture. The Gita recognises
the force of natural dispositions in man andteaches
that everyone should make the best use of one's
natural gifts for the service of God.

"Svadharma" Aurobindo says, "does not mean
that a washerman should do nothing but wash
clothes". The Gita far from teaching men to turn
away from this world to become monks and care
for salvation prescribes a graded discipline for
the individual advocating four Aasramas, four
Vamas according to dispositions and four Pu-
rusharthas (aims in life).

A man qualifies himself for the final stage of
contemplative life only after discharging the debt
he owes to society by his service. It says, "Having
engaged in the good of all people, the devotees
come to me". Gandhiji says, "The Gita is the
universal mother guiding us through the trials
and temptations of life. A true votary of the Gita
does not know what disappointment is. The
recitation of the Gita verses will support you in
your trials and console you in your distress".

"Bala Gang^dhara Tilak says, "It is a price-
less gem in the whole literature of the world". The
Gita consists of eighteen chapters dwelling on
yoga of knowledge, yoga of devotion, yoga of
meditation, yoga of works, the three dispositions,
cosmic form, the yoga of manifestation, the yoga
of imperishable, absolute, and the yoga of renun-
ciation and release. We regard Lord Krishna as
anAvatarofGod.
D:   What is an Avatar, Sir?